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Hit Entertainment trainee dormitory near the Cheonggu Building in

Seoul. He arrived on December 24,2010.

---*-t lv;ls sii sc:rreC ir rvas Ctrrislr:ra-c Eve anci rlie sti'ects u,er.: fluill of

clie*rfiii peopie. but i cr',.lidni gct ,-i1xi hearlngs :rt all.

Never had he ridden the Seoul subway or experienced Christmas

Eve in trendy Sinsa-dong. This was an area with high foot traffic, even

for Seoul, but the elusive location of the dormitory was as intimidating

to j-hope as the crowded subway or the unfamiliar vista of the Sinsa

neighborhood.

-- i i<irl '.:rr.,ir:g, "-Iliis is ii'ustratiilgj" rn.:.l *nrieri ur ealilng tl c then

irr=ril ti55rid" "50r, iro,,r, ri,:r I get th,;re?"

After his call, he "kept going straight, and like, somehow and some-

how" to use his words, and finally arrived at the dorm. This was the

beginning of his dorm life, which he had been looking forward to since

the day before and which he still remembered vividly ten years later. On

that day, however, he was in for a shock.

-:!IUCA 
ro,.as i-i:erc in hi-c iiruicr.,ve;u (ia,-ighs). Tirere -oi,erc ic{t!*";er

ti-ilttcrs itr tire sink. iaunelrl' stre"lun on tl.le {jcor, ani rvervone

wa!king arouncl in dreir uncier-.q,ear. 'l suess this is dolrri iile?' f

ihor-iqtir.

Big Hit Entertainment

About a month and a half before this, in the beginning of November,

Min Yoon-gi-who would debut as SUGA of BTS-had arrived at

Sinsa Station Exit 1, just as j-hope would, and was looking for the dorm.

--\(r- 

xlarEn.ts drop

i:ascmeor of i-uro

n snood &ere unr

pqrEurs ro&d m L
sffishffi,l-"Eh

SL'G.{r':s -ruEmErr

m lczrc hb hon'*.rm o

r:nEEd 2. crrEEr in rrtrxi

mrin.c{Ir*.rrr attil;forp r

-J 

5':S ig 1.letx-e la

rE- hr 6. p* *
fDE dE ro rirrr

perto{E:n6r m
EfOIler: tE-"'"qrrib

pa.d cnmefr m h
crtn rhar

BrfrE rirrr SL-G{o

e ril moEprtrrw*ir
iF--r l,lIDI- uzs introfr
g.f,a &nga[ Hn;(d:r



r u1ldvH3

sE,!\ s-rlil 'arun :>L{} -}E nE?E{i ui lue}Jlsurpui.l.ra.r l(usrA\ doq-drg--
'uJrls aJa,4 Inoas Jo aprstno srcadsord srg 'doq

-drq rprzr^r possesqo ra8euaat e,(lplcadsa 'uerfrsnru puorssaSo.rd E sE JeJJEf

e;o Sunurarp ra8euaat E JoJ tng 'roJr or s8uos looqcs ruo;3 Sunpl:a.ta

Sursodruoc 'suerfrsnlu snorrel ruoU flsnru Jo spuri ruaJaglp peureel eH

le.tt regr Ioor{os q8rg srre Sutratua uo ala uE I{tL^ rlsnru IEfISS?ll palpnts

eq aurn e roj lqrrr se,l.r qfn{,&\ 'n8aeg ur irsnru rueaJtsuleur rg8ner terp

Ioor{f,s g8rq srrr ou sE,4 ararlt 'uaqr >peg lro,^aJo spuDl 1p Surop olpnrs

ot orPnls ruou lue,u pue 'srasodutof, o1 Paf,nPoflur s3,4 (ICIW uJeel

or suo.tr8eq frsnuJ papue]]E all 'n8eeq ut Sutlror't rattr,u8uos pred r

lpearp sE^\ aq (tualuur"tratug tlH 3rg pararua VD1S arurr aqr lg
'lBrir Lie.\J

pird :.ue-le,rt J.\\ s'Jrun Jo loi t puE 'lEltu e ,inq L;r q8noua pluC

ruJJNl ]s'il)] 111 ;A.illltotls J,\\ ]i rspttort t lnt'.i1rir:ssa--.ou,tturl"rn

:rli,] "filj 11 .9ulop ]-r3,'r\ 3]\L lErll loN "iauoru 
lou 's3f LtE{u-itl.1;ed

-rno "io., stelilit rit lrrti l-]].\\.rn\ qJl-illlJuro\ .:auITi o'l Jurlt uIo-Ij

,9ri ru.:\.1 uE r.\uil :tlfitu:,R'!iFLu] r)')l l\tll \Uri .)tri .,tll lllU'tll
p?>l;{-a.u i orprlls E se,',t JJ}ul pur 'nHsr:4; Lrl:!!JJl p:iiljp E {rr sE^! i--_-

'FoeS ur eq ot uaddeq t,usaop euoJr tsrue ruEerlsureru

E otur ,u.or8 ot tlnlgrp sr ]r 'EeJo) ur tng 'rrsnur ur JaaJer E patue.&\

eq esnEleq rsn( poag or dn eruof or n8atgJo u,t\otauroq slrl e^Eel ol

Sunol oot Ug E se,^a aH 'arurt erlt re p1o srea,( ueetualas sE.,r\ VDOS
' 
isriEnr1i ;loll,\r)ulos

pc raBtse.rp 3ur;c1 se,u 1 rlii FrlT<;oi i teu;l r;rtrl rLU piot sru.:;eci

,{1q':pisul Jur Xocl prre irio:1-[LrE3 gE.ip,I 
ir]Lrn ri;Lll pools I

'Hurpirng ri8Erro;'4--\ "3ul -iE"lr luEineisall Buo;in,e .Jo lu:rrrrrsE{i

rrlr rii rirPxr\ :.-:ir..e.rti I' 5 rrrri I Ill) .'r.u pr.i,lolp (lil:.il"r1 .i11 --

'ruJop arp ro; Euwool -
]E PaArrrE PBg-{fs[ _](

tegure^oNJo Mar

i ,iJJll turoP v srql sp:-

auo&ala puE :roop r:r
Ja^ou3l era,t\ fJJqtr ' s=

uO 'Jat"l sreai ual -r.1pr-tr

efurs 01 pJE/$Jo-+ Suqoot

ar{l sBld srrll 'urroP 3F

-aluos PrIE naogaluos 'Jx

ueqr ar+ Suqrm dn p:r:

ssurs arP Jo slsl\ rErTrIr

Surreplurpur se se-s -rroa

ua^a 'rgrrl rool q8ry q
serutslJr{J pacuaFadsa

'1e re Gu-,-re

J0 ilry ara^\ slJarls ]trl F

ur Surpyng n33uoag3;



.-.,:ire u p,:c;.ir l+:d: iui: <ri r:.rtrirern. r:iling titm "iiir:-hi.rp ri,a: rii;r'i,"

:irri r",'i:err tl:t, liraruues i r:iarlr, ni,.isiL .,i irh i.iiii it'p:1-r"., ii: thr

iiarl"-, 1'{f'ti gi:i: tiili'l;t l..1'cr17 i.--i{iillr:'aj ail ilit{ii,ri1ci:. ,{nii *rii fiisl

,:,"" ;i,,;l :i..,,,r.r:'i,-

It was a fairly reasonable choice for SUGA to head to Seoul, in

retrospect. Indeed, SUGA and j-hope had deliberately made the de-

cision to enter the idol audition process before joining Big Hit En-

tertainment as trainees; j-hope had undertaken auditions with other

companies and already had spe cific dreams of debuting as a singer by

the time his dance hagwon recommended him for an audition with

Big Hit.

As Korean idol groups became explosively popular in the 2000s, not

only domestically but internationally, teenagers aspiring to stardom

flocked to famous dance hagwons that not only taught dance but also

introduced promising students to entertainment companies in Seoul.

This was also how j-hopet initial training was outsourced to Gwangju

before he entered the dorm in Seoul.

----.----'i"irc iiig i-iit-I\5:.il utl;rir.'f,fi:i: tL) {l-''..'engiri a;;rj ::ri iii i-,i, i-iie a'.1 -

elitir'i::: t:;:ci-:,i;l:. i ijanced fr:: ii:snr, ;rrri riir:-;: diri eigirt:r*nti.:i

.)i'{.-Lii:ii}iur.d itiii:rii:[ aiter i sricce.,,.icr1 ilr ti:,: aLidiiir::-.. L]ri:c.r

ii-i.rL;ih Ji:i"i::g iili.: ii';:ii:ii.;.g. i ina<ie viir*:", r-.i-r::r.rtij ritir,;in11 lnd
.,ril.ri\. IL. ....-d .,, .i:, .-.,i,)l ri:\

Meanwhile, SUGA, who was aiready a professional songwriter, be-

came interested in a particular person at Big Hit Entertainment.

'*--1 aiv,'a.,-s liLcri iirc s+i'rr-',r.-1ii4f ilai:* Si-i{;'i:k. i le;iir'1ii.-;<i ri-ic

'j-3:',r :i.,t5 "1-'.i<r riie, lrlisr-I'i*ie," :Liid icarn.,:l thar Ba*q h:,ri

I A hip-hop term for rappers ering in a cirde and taking turns making up verses to the sme beat.
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YG Entertainment, and JYP Entertainment. These companies, like

Hollywood's major studios, had the lion's share of capital and indus-

try know-how.

Big Hit, of course, had 2AM. But co-label JYP was the one that led

the effort from training to launch. That was why for Big Hit Entertain-

ment, the process of casting, training, and launching was a whole new

venture,

And it went without saying that this whole process was much more

difficult and costly than simply launching a balladeer. Idol groups need

simultaneous mastery of song and dance on stage, and all that singing

and dancing need to be trained into them, which means enough prac-

tice space is needed to teach scores of trainees vocals and dance. For

those, like SUGA and j-hope, who moved away from home, as well as

whoever happens to show high potential and is therefore deemed closer

to debuting, room and board need to be provided. To prepare an idol

group for their debut requires not only offices for the company itself but

literal "spaces" for all ofthe above.

This was why j-hope could only be taken aback by what he saw that

Christmas Eve when he first entered the dorm. Big Hit Entertainment

was a major company in the entertainment industry one that a budding

artist like j-hope could trust to nurture his talent. But in some ways,

the company was arguably closer to being a kind of start-up, with ad-

ministrative offices and recording studios in cramped quarters on the

second foor.

Bang Si-Hy-uk used one of those tiny rooms for his artistic and ad-

ministrative work, including meetings. It was so small that there was

room for no more than three people, and that third person would have
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Rap Den

RM,2 who would become the leader of BTS, spent his teens as Kim

Nam-joon in the city of Ilsan, Gyeonggi Province. He remembers the

municipaliry as "a city where everything was satisfi/ing."

- --*"ihe ,-iti'"r'as :.+ rveii:Fi*lineit li4.:ei: ir r:,il-c L:uii"., :inii ail rire green

spn{es hat'i .in e mi}ti.rilxilv cainrlr:g r:*err.

The city was home to the Ilsan Lake Park, which was easily accessible to

anyone who lived in the vicinity. The residential areas were mosdy apart-

ment complexes, and there were the two large commercial zones: La Festa

and Western Dom. The city was indeed planned out from its very found-

ing, with impeccably arranged roads and facilities. The entire city was spa-

cious and peacefrrl for most of the week, with the tlvo commercial districts

becoming busier and more festive from Friday night through the weekend.

_-I1'q a pi:ier *,iielr tllerr's a er:rt;rin ieeiing oi-cr,,mic:-t" 
"Ihere's 

a

iilll,r: i:it rhar i.it], gral and thc 'n*rei ihce,,i of pciisstr-i.rns. but

linetc afij no rali biiiidir,e-r r-ir L.ig r:crpi:iatr oifices, rt,hich makcs

t]re sky c;isiel io se*. lr; i:as an cx-c€llcflr enl'ii-*nnr,ent lirr coi:-

ceiitrfiiiflg {}1r vcur studi€s. It's nct thc ecuntrvsirie, hut it ii:ei-s

irkr th.r; tur 4tr.

While near Seoul, Ilsan wasn't as large or bustling as the capital,

which became a factor in RIv[ discovering hip-hop. He started going

online in first grade and learned about rap through Nas and interviews

and documentaries of hip-hop artists on YouTirbe, while picking up

English along the way.

2 RMt moniker since 2012 wm initially "Rap Monster" until he changed it to "RM" on November
13 , 2Ol7 , in the spirit of embracing a wider variety of music.
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and he mentioned that Sleepy had been interested in RM's work recently

and took his phone number.

_---Slerpr. 
-rlii,--L 1io'ri se.ifi 11.rr ar atr iil.iitit:ri. [le i!.ii-Lst'1.'a i:ir;: iitr-

p;esseJ- hecaiise ire ulkeii ai:r:ut rr; an,J :l-.i*d fi.-.r rne . 5* .1 g;rt:r

lrti'i;hcnr nun.:ber tr: hi:q iri:ieiiri {o Jlnss on t+ him. 'lh:t':; hrir.'

wi: -\T irilte enraiis t* each cthcr, Sie*pv hapuereii it hr: s:ii ii-i**.1.;

ri'lrh irLr:ee. rtrnrl --"Jreu Pdogg as;kr-ci iiir::, "'1.!c r,r-ru r,iicl1,:i:r

i;:[-ri]e rr r,.vho arc "rrilttilei" hc ::i:c*ti:r:en,lcli n:c.

Then came the call featured in 'A Common Tiainee's Christmas"'

posted on the BTS bloga" pre-debut: 'A bumpkin from Ilsan / who

made the top lo/o nationwide / suddenly gets a call during midterms."

Sleepy called RM and asked, "Hey, do you know this guy named

Bang Si-Hyuk?"

RM, who had made the top percentile in his national mock exams.

SUGA, who had been writing songs since he was twelve and was al-

ready a professional musician in high school. And the other trainees in

the dorm, who had auditioned for Big Hit Entertainment as rappers

and hip-hop fanatics. For all of them, dorm life was crucial to their

development in a musical sense, especially if their music happened to

be hip-hop and rap. According to j-hope:

---*--li !4'ai a r;ii) den. l riel: oi rair.

4 In December 2012, rpproimately six months before their debut, BTS launched their official

i this mrntire follom the ordadr
i+"p.,Jo"g k\;JimiLadl
s raiae is j-hope, RV. SL-G{-
Ersttreine onfrmed to dcf,@!

e-
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